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decisions toward the radical right, to arbitrarily
deny representation to minorities in our coun-
try or to create greater hardships and havoc
for significant numbers of our fellow citizens
who just do not have the raw power to control
the lawmaking process here in Congress.

So, Mr. Speaker, let me end with a bit of
friendly advice. Don’t misinterpret your man-
date. Remember that it was obtained with ger-
rymandering congressional districts, which
means that your power was acquired through
the use of wrongful and discriminatory political
tactics. Also, remember, Mr. Speaker, as you
continue to abuse your ill-gotten power, that at
some point the voters could very well become
sufficiently outraged and could rise-up and
take back that power. And I believe that is ex-
actly what is going to happen to a lot of your
arrogant, power-mad legislative co-conspira-
tors. I also believe that you have already
missed your chance to run for President be-
cause of this very same arrogant use and
abuse of political power.
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MILLIONS WILL SUFFER AND
SOME WILL DIE, NEEDLESSLY

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 13, 1995

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
enter in the RECORD an op ed from today’s
New York Times entitled ‘‘A Giant Leap Back-
ward’’ written by Emory University Professor
Melvin Konner.

[From the New York Times, Oct. 13, 1995]
A GIANT LEAP BACKWARD

(By Melvin Konner)
Now it’s official. The Republican House

plans to cut a total of $452 billion out of
Medicare and Medicaid over the next seven
years. Medicaid would lose $182 billion, even
though it covers a disproportionately large
number of children as well as elderly people
who have spent themselves into destitution
to qualify for it. Later this month, the meas-
ure is to be voted on as part of the budget
reconciliation package, and Speaker Newt
Gingrich plans to block a Presidential veto
by forcing the country to the verge of de-
fault on our national debt. International
markets await news of this potential disas-
ter with thousands of pairs of hands poised
over keyboards.

Default would be only the latest step in
the third worldization of America. The gap
between rich children and poor children here
is larger than in Switzerland, France or any
of the 15 other industrial nations examined
in a report this year by the Luxembourg In-
come Study, a non-profit group. Not only
that, we have a health care delivery system
that overtreats the well-to-do—not actually
a good thing for them—while all but with-
holding treatment from 43 million uninsured
citizens.

Where will the savings from health care
cutbacks go? Republicans argue that the
money will insure that Medicare and Medic-
aid remain solvent. But they are also press-
ing for a huge tax cut for the middle class
and well-to-do; presumably that money has
to come from somewhere. And of course
nothing Republicans do will be allowed to
slow profit-taking in the health care indus-
try, whose profits outpace national cor-
porate averages by far. Characteristically,
the American Medial Association came out
in support of the Republican plan only after

payments to doctors were carefully pro-
tected.

Few people may realize that our much
praised health care system, about to be made
worse, is already an international disgrace.
The most scientifically advanced medicine in
the world has limited practical or moral
value when nearly a fifth of the population
cannot get to it. During the past few years,
while the spirit of health-care reform was
being born and then started dying, the
throng of the uninsured swelled from 37 mil-
lion to 43 million. This trend will only wors-
en. Cutbacks are closing emergency rooms
and clinics, and the great public hospitals
are being sold off or destroyed in New York,
Los Angeles and other cities. Does anyone
care where the poor will go?

Republican leaders say they have a man-
date to cut costs. But only about 38 percent
of eligible voters went to the polls in 1994
and only slightly more than half of those
voted Republican. The result is perfectly
democratic, but it is not a mandate. Sixty
percent of voters currently say they are dis-
satisfied with Congress. Time will tell
whether the voters of 1994 were indulging in
conservatism or merely in volatility.

Mr. Gingrich says he wants to renew Amer-
ica, but the only thing he is likely to renew
is the frustration and anger of people who
can only gape at the good life, and good
health care, without hope of having it them-
selves. Senator Phil Gramm, a Presidential
candidate, invokes the Second Coming on
the campaign trail. Which Second Coming?
The one brought on by Armageddon, or the
one that many Christians believe grows
gradually in the world through the imitation
of Jesus Christ?

Deep in the Judeo-Christian tradition are
such sentiments as ‘‘Do justice to the poor
and fatherless; deal righteously with the af-
flicted and destitute.’’ A modern politician
who transfers wealth from the suffering to
the comfortable and cuts off poor people’s
access to decent medical care might wonder
how he would stand in a Second Coming.

America is taking a great step backward.
All other industrial countries seem to know
something we don’t: having no place to take
a sick child does not encourage people to
identify with their country or its interests.

Americans have always been torn between
self-reliance and compassion. Those who
think that conservatism is now set in stone
should study American history; they are
only watching part of the arc of a pendulum
swing. Compassion, fairness, cooperation—
these are the forces that will stop this swing,
whether in one year, five or seven.

In the meanwhile, millions will suffer and
some will die, needlessly, for want of decent
medical care.
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TRIBUTE TO AL VELLUCCI, MAYOR
EMERITUS OF THE CITY OF CAM-
BRIDGE

HON. JOSEPH P. KENNEDY II
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 13, 1995

Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute and to con-
gratulate Mayor Emeritus Al Vellucci of the city
of Cambridge for a lifetime of outstanding
service. On Sunday, October 15, 1995 Mayor
Vellucci will be presented with a memorial
statue in recognition of his outstanding con-
tributions to the Portuguese-American commu-
nity of Cambridge.

Over the years, Al has served as school
committeeman, city councilor, and as mayor.

During his four terms as mayor, Al exemplified
the spirit of passion and commitment to the
community he served. He has worked very
hard to bring together the people of Cam-
bridge and has achieved an impeccable
record. The residents of Cambridge are fortu-
nate to have Al, who gives so much of himself
because of the love and pride he has for the
community. I applaud his extraordinary service
and efforts.

This is a most deserved tribute and I wish
him all the best on his day of recognition. May
he continue to serve the community of Cam-
bridge for many years to come.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TOBY ROTH
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 13, 1995

Mr. ROTH. Mr. Speaker, as the representa-
tive of Congress to the United Nations, I was
in New York attending a meeting with Ambas-
sador Albright yesterday afternoon, and I was
forced to miss votes. Had I been in attend-
ance, I would have voted as follows:

‘‘Yea’’ on final passage of H.R. 2405, rollcall
vote No. 713.

‘‘No’’ on the Brown amendment to H.R.
2405, rollcall vote No. 712.

‘‘No’’ on the Brown amendment to H.R.
2405, rollcall vote No. 711.

‘‘No’’ on the Kennedy amendment to H.R.
2405, rollcall vote No. 710.

‘‘No’’ on the Lofgren amendment to H.R.
2405, rollcall vote No. 709.
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THE BOOK TOUR

HON. PATRICIA SCHROEDER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 13, 1995

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker, there is
some good news. The Speaker says he’ll pay
for the Government-paid security on his book
tour. Today I’ve written the Sergeant at Arms
asking him to send a bill. Let’s hope there is
prompt payment.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 13, 1995.

WILSON LIVINGOOD,
Sergeant at Arms, The Capitol, Washington,

DC.
DEAR MR. LIVINGOOD: Thank you for your

September 8 letter. The October 9, 1995, issue
of Bill Shipp’s Georgia indicates that House
Speaker Newt Gingrich has offered to reim-
burse the taxpayers ‘‘for the cost of his gov-
ernment-paid security’’ during his whirl-
wind book tour. I congratulate the Speaker
on his offer, and I request that you prepare
and send him a bill.

What with the Republican efforts to cut
Medicare and balance the budget, I’m sure
the Speaker’s offer will be welcome.

Sincerely,
PAT SCHROEDER,

Congresswoman.

HAS NEWT’S BOOK BOMBED?
It now looks as if House Speaker Newt

Gingrich should have taken the $4.5 million
book advance offered by HarperCollins, the
publishing house owned by controversial
media mogul Rupert Murdoch. Reports from


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-16T13:45:40-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




